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Acrs vii. Va. the latter part of the Verſe. 


fire, ye are Brethren, why do ye wrong one to 
another ? 


HE memorable Piece of the Hiſtory of 
Moſes's Life, of which the Text makes 
part, is, as to ſenſe and ſubſtance, tho' 
not exactly as to words, tranſcribed from 
te ſecond Chapter of Exodus, where tis originally 
zated ; and I pitch upon it as part of the facred 
ſolumes of the Goſpel, rather than from thence, 
i ſeems to have a freſh and more particular Appro- 
Wriion to the uſe of Chriſt's Church here, from the 
both of its Protomartyr, and as expreſt more ad- 
autageoully to my preſent purpoſe, as it was to 
The words are the words of Moſes, we find inter- 
wing his good Offices to ſet at one again two ſtri- 
ing Hebrews, and are a powerful and wholſome 
monitory, or rather a ſevere. Reprimand to per- 
ae, or indeed to ſhame them, to have done and 
Nee. e | 
n order to give which its due force and weight, 
Wil be neceſſary to call before us the Circumſtances 
Times and Perſons. 8 
ade ſhall fnrſt therefore reflect upon the eſtate of 
{brews in general, and the condition they and 
er Affairs were in when the Text was ſpoke. 


2dly, Con- 


1 
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Gen. Ixv. 18, 
19, 20. 


Chap. vii. 6. The Ground-work of all ſeems to have deen 


ally, Conſider the particular Occurrences Whi 
ied to and brought on the Text. | 
34ly, Illuſtrate the Text it ſelf, its parts an 


terms. | 

And, 4thly, Obferve the effect which it had, G8Whe 
joining, as Igo along, ſuch ſhort Applications toad 
Head, as ſcem to bring it home moſt uſefully n 
our ſelves. | ſes 
Firſt, To reflect on the eſtate of the Hebrew NA 1 
tion in general, and the condition they and thei bet. 
Affairs were in. | hoo 

We find them groaning at this time under the ou . 
preſſive hand of a mercileſs and bloody Tyrant Wind 
their Lives, as tis (aid, being made bitter with har b 
Bondage, feeling wliatever the ingenious Luſt an vic 
fubtle Malice of a lawleſs and arbitrary Monſter could lr 
fuggeſt, moſt grievous and afflicting. 0p 

If we enquire what moved this tyrannical Paros 
to treat the Hebrew Race at this ſo barbarous a rat nik 
againſt the Laws of Humanity, againſt the Laws r 
Gratitude, his Nation having been fo highly obli En 
ged to them upon Joſeph's account; againſt the Law bn 
of Juſtice, it being in violation to the ſolemn Leaguſ a 


and Articles of Agreement made, when the Iſraelirl 
were invited down to fettle' amongſt them. 


naturally fierce and fanguinary Complexion of thi 
Man, an inbred Ferity and Truculeney; for as Bloo 
is ſweet to ſome Creatures, and the eraſhing of inf 
nocent Bones the Muſick they moſt delight in; . 
fome Men ſeem born Tyrants and Perfecutors, al 
every other Man has fomething from Nature predo 
minautly vicious in his Temper , according as thi 
various and omnigenous Seeds of Sin, wnich orig : 

. "IT! nall 
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"ly lack in us, find Materials fit for their Improve- 
gent, and fall into Soils proper for their ſeveral Pro- 
ation. 1 8 | 
Phys natural Cruelty was heightened doubtleſs in 
pheroah by more than natural Induration by the juſt 
uigment of God, denying him the Reſtraints of 
common Grace, and giving him up intirely to the 
Devil and himſelf. l 


Na To this we may add his perſonal Fears, as he was 
dei both a Tyrant and an Uſurper, as tis ſuppos'd, to 


hoot, Tyrants are never ſafe or never think them- 
eyes fo, which is one reaſon why thoſe who live 
nder them are the lels fo ; they are jealous of eve- 
n body, having no Security but in Subjects Inability, 
om they muſt therefore keep as low as they can; 
aſpitious of all, but moſt of thoſe in whom they 
ptebend moſt Virtue and good Conſcience ; both 
s theſe moſt upbraid them, and by Contrapoſition 
ne their Deformity more apparent, and as they 
n the Inſtruments they are moſt apprehenſive of 
WT finger from. Hence Virtue was and is High Trea- 
under a Nero or Caligula, Honeſty and good Mo- 
a dangerous to bad Governments; and with 
Wy ts Eye tis whenever Debauchery is made a note 
4 2 and bad Men encouraged as good 
J JctS. | 3s 

= But whatever his private motives were, he co- 
ers them over with ſpecious Reaſons of State: 


— — 
7 


ind be ſaid ume his People, Behold the People of Ed. i. g, ic. 


children of Iſrael are more and mightier than we; 
be on, let ur deal wiſely wi th them, leſt they multi- 
and it come to paſs, that when there full out any 
, they join alſo nnto onr Enemies, and fight againſt 
gi end ſo get them up ont of the Land. 


In 
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In which crafty Advice, 1ſ, A National Envy i 
raisd againſt them, from their Increaſe and Profyd 
rity, leſt they multiply; fuch is the Miſery of a Pec 
ples being under a toreign Yoke, that Proſperity j 
a fault in them, and an eye-ſore to their M 
{ters.. 

24ly, A fear of Revolt is ſuggeſted, and ſo the Ad 
vantages of their Service, and the great Revenue 
that came in to the Crown from burthening of then 
with Taxes, be loſt. i! 

But the main Reaſon ſeems an Hatred from th 
Contrariety of Religions; the Hebrews worſhip'd # 
God Pharoah would not acknowledge; for, Who i 
the Lord that I ſhoutd obey his voice? was, his Succe 
ſor's Motto, as it were, and by all we can find he was off © 
the ſame Stamp: Perhaps he ſet up for a God himſelſi 
having both Pride and Prophaneneſs enough to pres | 
tend to it, and his Subjects Ignorance, Superſtition 
and Servility enough amongſt them to feed his Vanig 
ty, by aſcribing divine Honours and Titles to him 
or if he condeſcended to acknowledge any-Divinitf 
ſuperior to himſelf, and worſhip'd perhaps ſome over 
grown Onion, or at leaſt ſome barking or bleating 

i 


mS FA ©, 4© 


s* 


God, ſame Dog or Calf, according to the ſtupid Ide 
latry of his Nation; he was fo wedded to the Super 
ſtitions and vain Rites of his own Religion, as to bi 
inſpired with the Rage of a Perſecutor againſt all tha 
would not ſacrifice their Reaſon and Conſcience, t 
comply with him. And if we conſider this Pharos F 
as acted by the Devil's moſt immediate Directiong 
who deſigns. not ſo much the Deſtruction of Bodia 
as Souls, we cannot doubt but his Inſtigations wen 
tevell'd more againſt the Hebrews Religion, than thei 
wrmporal. Conveniencies; as they were the . 
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God, more than as a civil Community; and that the 
extinction of their Race was not ſo much deſign d, 
1; of the Worſhip of God preſerved amongſt them. 
By this Pharaoh thus, or however elſe inſtigated, 
the poor Iſraelites were, we find, reduced to a moſt 
teplorable condition, the utter Ruin and Extirpa- 
ion of their Race, or Idolatry and Slavery being all 
he diſmal Proſpect they could have, and a hopeful! 
W inc conſequently, to be picking Quarrels with each 
aher in, and falling together by the Ears. ON 
And to bring this Reflection home to our ſelves 
ow, does not our times and Circumſtances reſemble 
theirs? Have we not an Egypt and a Pharoab to match 
theirs, that deals ſubtly. with our Kindred, and us 
00, and evilly intreats God's People? An arbitrary 
nd ſuperſtitious; Tyrant, that plays old Pharoah to 
he Life, uſing ſuch of the Children of Iſrael, as Pro- 
W widcnce has placed under his undeſirable Government, 
aatly the ſame way, and to all appearance fromthe 
alf ſame motives of Fear, of Envy, and chiefly of 
„ itred, becauſe of Religion; to whom God ſeems to 
new his old Meſlage, Let wy People go that they ma 
krve me; Whilſt he treading the ſame: ſteps, bot 
rieved to entertain them, and loath yet to part with 
them, after the ſame unreaſonable manner, will nei- 
ther let them ſtay ſafely, nor go from him quietly ? + 
We our ſelves, God be thank d, are not ſo far gone 
sto bring our caſe to any tolerable; Parallel with 
feels Bondage, yet things have look'd untowardly 
lat way, and do ſomewhat ſtill; at leaſt we are like 
e bel making their Eſcape, , The, Egyptians marching Exod. xiv. g. 
ber and purſuing ut, all the Horſes and Chariats of 
“baraoh, and bis Horſemen, and his Army. Nay, 
ot long fince the Enemy, if we are rightly A 
M | B f id 
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Exod. XV. 9. 


Judges v. 31. ſank into the bottom as a ſtone 5 So let all thy ene miei 


Heb. xi. 25. 


by two notable Adventures, which Providence had 


ſaid at the ſame confident and inſolent rate, ] wat 
parſue, I will overtake, I will divide the ſpoil, „ 
luit ſhall. be ſatisfied upon them, I will draw „ 
ſword, my hand ſhall deſtroy them. We were drove 
up to Iſrael's extremity, and laſt ſhift, no way leſt tg 
avoid but through the Red Sea of Blood ; and God 
be thank'd, who even miraculouſly open'd us a pal 
ſage thro' it, by the ſtretch d out hand of 4 Moſer 
whom he has raiſed up, and put the old Song in Out 
Mouths, Sing ye to the Lord, for he hath triumphed 
gloriouſly, Pharaoh's Chariots and his Horſe hath he 
puſh'd into the Sea, his choſen Captains alſd are drown'M 
in the Red Sea, the depths" have covered them, thegh 


periſh, O Lord, and ſo let ours and our Churches bl 
being thine. But one Overthrow is not enough tal 
ſecure us from this modern Pharaoh, they that would 
deſtroy us are ſtill permitted to be mighty > and we 
have ſtill juſt cauſe to be under the Hebrews Appref 
henſions both of Idolatry and Slavery. | 
' 2dly, Let us conſider the particular Occurrence 
which led to, and brought bn the Text, | | 
Moſer in thefe fad times now grown up to Man 
Eſtate, and finding by his Circumciſion himſelf of thi 
Hebrew Race, moved by the diſmal Accounts of wha 
they ſuffered, leaving, Pharoah's Court, and the En 

joyments of its ſinful Pleaſures, where he found 
his Intereſt too weak to do them any conſiderabl 
Service, takes a Journey to {ce whether things werg 
really ſo bad as repreſented, and was ſoon convinced 


provided for that purpoſe, that their caſe was wor 
than Fame gave out; and that beſides their nmmiyy 
nent Dangers from the barbarousDeſigus of obe 4 
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had more fatal Symptoms of Deſtruction upon them, 
hy a Stupidneſs, and an Inſenſibility of their Condi- 
ton, inſtead of conſpiring together for their com- 
mon Security, being full of Strife and Contention 
within themſelves. | 4 INIT; NWONtGBUET 2H 
And to rectifie their falſe Meaſures, and to put 
them at leaſt in a right way of preſerving themſel ves, 
he takes occaſion from thoſe providential Adventures 
which he met withal to give them a double direction 
of Duty, how they ſhould be affected; 
Firſt, to their Enemies, the Egyptians. 
Secondly, To each other. 
For, Firſt, ſpying an Egyptian ſmiting an Hebrew, 
one of his, Brethren, he flew the Egyptian. 
This Action of Moſes is variouſly cenſured, ſome 
finding Moſes guilty of more than-Man-ſlapghter upon 
the account, alledging for their Opinion, I.,, Malers 
rant of Authority and Commiſſion ; 24ly, The Cir- 
tumſtances mentioned, in that he is ſaid to have 
ok d this way and that, to have buried the Man in 
the Sand, and to have fled for it; all which Circum- 
e they think argues guilt, and an evil Con- 
Pence. <1 1710 23d. ih on aid ii le 
But ſince the ſame Circumſtances are equally capa- 
le of being imputed to prudent Caution and Circum- 
pettion, which may attendthe braveſt Actions where 
were is danger in them; for what is both juſt and 
pproved by God, may often not be ſafe with Men, 
nd proviſion for Life is as neceſſary for the moſt 
bonourable Enterprizes, as for bim who is leaſt ſo, 
ge ought to encline to the candid and charitableilide, 
ad not determine the fact the wrong way, from 


4 - 


ucunſtanees that are indifferent. 
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And tho' Moſes indeed does not appear to hör 
been yet impowered by Divine Commiſſion, to de. 
liver Iſrael by afflicting the Egyptiant, or to hate 
been more than a private Perſon by any extern 
Revelation known to us, and fo far we may ſeem ef 
to examine his proceeding by the common Ruks a 
Equity; yet ſince we find no ill note put upon the 
Action in either place where it is related: Since th, 
holy Spirit ſeems to mention it as a worthy Seryi 
and eminent Exploit: Since Moſes was in himſelf; 
his temper the meekeſt Man on Earth, and conſe 
quently far from haſty Revenge or Bloodfhed :' Sind 
St. Stephen hints it done as a prelude and beginning 
of Iſrael's: Deliverance, which tis ſuppos'd"by ſong 
would then have gone on, had not their ungratef 
betraying and upbraiding Moſes for killing this ver 
Egyptian put a ſtop to it, and deferr d it forty Tear 
Watt. res gonna 1310 TO 7081 
| Upon theſe Conliderations we need not doubt tt 
place this Action of Moſes amongſt perſonally bray 
and heroick Atchievements, and that Moſes had: 
leaſt ſecret Impulſes upon his Spirit, and an inſpire 
Call within to juſtifie his Conduct to himſelf in hi 
- own Conſcience; if tis not otherwiſe perfectly tot 
reconciled to the regular courfe of humane Juſtic 
as it was the defence of an innocent Man againſt 
bloody and unjuſt Aſfailant, as there might be 
other way of faving the Iſraelites Life. 
As the Egyptian, as ſome would fuppoſe, up 
Moes deſiring him to forbear, might fall foul upc 
Moſer himſelf, and fo, ſe defendendo, having 
: other May te quit his hands of the Ruffian with (aft 
ty to his Life, he was eenſtrain d te repel Force wit 
Foree : But however noble and good the Action migl 
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win Moſes, yet as it was an extraordinary caſe, it 
1gzs not ſeem deſign d to be drawn into common 
imitation, or ſafely, without the extremity of Cau- 
on, to be made a Precedent of, as to its Circum- 
nces, but only as to certain general Doctrines which 
nile from it, and as it was accommodated to lay 
ertain good Principles, which the Hebrews at that time 
were deficient in, and much ſtood in need of. As for 
"tance, it teaches in general that we ought to love 
dur Country and Country-men ; that we ought to ſhew 
hat Love by ſuccour ing them when oppreſsd, tho 
fit} danger to our ſelves, and protect them in their 
awful Rights and Liberties. Nay, it ſeems to tell 
cs that we may go farther in avenging our Neigh- 
hours than our ſelves ; and that we may make bol- 
er ſteps in aſſerting a common Cauſe, and a pub- 

ick Good, than is allow'd us in private reſpe&s. ._ 
Or if we look on this Adventure of Moſes with a 
narabolical and emblematick Face, and ſuppoſe the 
Parties concerned each to repreſent his Nation, and 
the Cauſe he ſtood for; then Mofes by killing the 
Eryptian teaches us, that when we find Iſrael and 
Eypt engaged, when we find God's Church, our 
Religion attack'd and invaded, that we mult not 
areleſly look on as unconcern'd Spectators, but 
nanfully and heartily ſtrike in on Iſrael's fide, what- 
ever we expoſe ; charge home upon the Invaders 
with whatever Weapons God and Nature have 
beſt furniſh'd us, whether it be Hand, or Tongue, 
or Purſe ; for can any Man that has not only a 
Heart truly Iſraelztiſh, or Engliſh if you pleaſe, but 
2 drop of Jſraelitiſh Blood in his Veins, fee-the 
Calamity of God's People, his Brethren, Hear or ſee 
the Church which God has bleſs'd him with being 
a Mem- 
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a Member of, run down, and not ftrip his Arm 
home to the Shoulder and prepare to ſmite. 
But the baſe Renegado that would ſmite , 
Egypt's ſide may God {mite down: If ſome treach 
rous Iſraelite (as how many ſuch may we luppof 
there then were) had had the fortune to have con 
in Moſes's ſtead, and inſtead of acting his Par 
ſhould have put a Sword in the Egyptian 8 Hang, 
lent him his own Hand rather than fail, or ſhoy 
have held or hindred his poor Brother ſtrugling | 
Liberty and Religion, baffling his Efforts, and takin 
off his Eye, and diverting his Intention by impen 
nent Vexations, till Egypt had maſter'd or-murthers 
him; might we not have concluded that he was on 
ready to have proſtrated himſelf to an Egyptian Ido 
ready to have given up all, and who had waited on 
ly the occaſion to recommend himſelf to Pharoh ti 
advantage. 
But to proceed to that Occurrence which pi 
duced the Text, let us look on Moſes the day aft 
he had patronized his injured Brother, walking o 
probably into the ſame Field, muſing, we may we 
ſuppoſe him, upon the Miſeries of thoſe who att 
enſlaved to an arbitrary and tyrannical Government 
and reflecting on the numerous Bleſſings which at 
tend the golden Mean of a juſt and well temper d Li 
berty, laying deeply to his Heart his Brethrens Oy 
ons, when perhaps not far from the ſame place 
e ſees his Aſſiſtance once again called for, an by 
tian once again offering, and a Hebrew ſuffering Vio- 
lence. Ah! my poor Brethren, might he think, what 
I yeſterday then met withal was no new thing, was 
nottheeftect of uncommon chance, tiseach day'srepes- 
ted work, I find, for you to be uſed as Egyptian * 
e ut 
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ut farewel all the Pleaſures and Preferments of Pha- 
vs Court; fare wel my Safety and Life, once again, 
py Brethren, to raiſe in you a generous Scorn of 
tian Slavery come your Deliverer. But with 
hat Aſtoniſhment muſt Moſes be ſtruck ! how loath 
as this true Lover and Patron of his Country to 
elieve his own Eyes, when to his Surprize inſtead 
fan Egyptian and an Hebrew, he finds then two He- 
ws playing the Egyptians to each other; and ſtep- 
ing in therefore between their claſhing Weapons, if 
hey fought with ſuch, with the paſſionate Language 
the Text he ſays, Sire, ye are Brethren, why do ye 
yong one to another? | | ; 
And here I could wiſh that there was no reſem- 
lance between us and the Hebrews, and that the 
reptitude of Application might charge me with the 
haracter of the utmoſt Impertinence, rather than 
hat produc'd the Text this day to us, ſhould anſwer 
ih that fatal exactneſs which it does to that Oc- 
rrence which drew it from Moſes; for who does 
ot ſee that whether we take our Nation collective- 
and in lump, that tis the Picture of what Moſes 
aw in little, a Hebrew ſtriving with a Hebrew? Or 
yhether we look on it diſtributively, tis but ſo ma- 
y multiplied Scenes of the ſame thing; calling from 
ach Quarter for a Moſes to interpoſe, with a Sire, 
ye a Brethren, why do ye wrong one to another ? And 
WO that we would hearken to Moſes that we would 
onſider the weight of this his ſhort, but momentous 
21:9] or if that might move us more, O that by 
he Voice of an Angel from a Cloud God would 
ſale to thunder it to the Ears of the Kingdom at 
once; But if we' hear not Moſes, neither probably 
land we be perſuaded tho one roſe from the dead, or 
| came 
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came down from the living. And O therefore 4 
the ſtiller Voice of the Spirit of God, that on 
can prevail over cur carnal Tempers, would effe 
cioully convey, not the Sound, but the Pacifica 
Virtue of it into our-Hearts ! and that his Fine 
would write upon thoſe ſtony Tables, the pert 
Law of brotherly Love, convincing us of the ſing 
Madneſs of diſtracting our ſelves with the too hy 
Agitation of leſs neceſſary Subjects, and diſſolyi 
the Bond of Peace and Unity, with Addiction to pe 
tial Intereſts, and diſpoſing us to that common Coy 
{ent which the Conſideration of what the Text in 
ports, if fully and throughly impreſt, muſt make 
ſce to be our Intereſt, as well as neceſſary Du 
To aſſiſt which Conſideration of the Text's In 
port, I am brought to the third thing propos 
which 1s, 17175 5 Fit 
3a, To illuſtrate the Text it ſelf, its Parts an 
Terms; and to enlarge what Moſes ſays to h 
Brethren by juſt Paraphraſe, which ſeems to amour 
to what follows; 
Sire, ge are Brethren, why do ye wrong ane 
another £ 

Sirs.] Gentlemen of J/rael, that is, :Men « 
Courage and Honour (for ſo far the Gr 
points) and that our Exgliſo Tranſlators ſeem t 
humour by the compellation of reſpect, Sirs, tha 
you are ſtout and brave Men, this your unhappy 
Encounter ſufficiently informs me, and better yol 
were leſs ſo, if this be the fruits ont; better 50 
could exchange ſome of your Valour and Courag 
for Prudence and cooler Conſiderations ; have) 
not Blows enough from the Egyptians, but Je 


muſt mutually give them each other ? . ic 
me 


LH 
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lame, this Warmth and generous Mettle, this Spi- 
it and Vigour for that which more requires it to 
accompliſh your own. Deliverance, to reſcue your 
podics from Slavery, your Souls from Idolatry. 

Ye are Brethren. In the Name of God, as much 
15 to ſay, what do ye mean? Ye are Perſons of 


ther ? are ye not one Man's Sons & If ye look but a 
few Ages back, you were concluded in the Loins of 
one common Anceſtor, were the Birth of the ſame 
Mother, allied you are by the neareſt and. ſtricteſt 
Relations of Nature. a 
Brethren ye are likewiſe in a civil and political 
ſenſe, Members of the ſame Community, parts of 
the ame civil Body, in which your Intereſts are knit 
into one, and inſeparably mixt together. | 
But neareſt (till allied, and much more Brethren 
are you, by ſpiritual Relation and a Communion of 
Religion, by the ſacred Ties of making open Pro- 
feſſion at leaſt of the ſame. Faith, and acknowledg- 
ing the ſame Principles, having the ſame hopes of, 
and relying on the ſame precious Promiſes, joined 


Polity and Religion; and will you ſplit your ſelves 
into Factions becauſe you are ſplit into Tribes? 
If he be a Levite and thou a Benjamite, yet ye are 
till both Iſraelites, both Hebrews. . Brethren like- 
viſe ye are in Affliction, which uſes to have a ce- 
menting Quality in it, having the ſame Yoke upon 
your Necks, encompaſs'd with the ſame Dangers, 


therefore you are in Soul and in Body, by Nature, 


oppos'd by the ſame Enemies, enough to make you 


conſult in common, tho' nothing acquainted, and 

conjoin thoſe into Brotherhood, who were even Ene- 

mies before. 4178801 e 
= C And 


the ſame Race and Family, have ye not both one Fa-mil.ii. ro. 
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wrong ſuffers it; and he that ſuffers it, as caſes ſtand 


And therefore why do ye wrong?) Why do ye 
miſchief - each other without cauſe? For that is pre 
perly wrong; why do ye abuſe and vex each othe 
tor nothing, or what is next to nothing? ſome idle 
pique within your ſelves, when the greateſt Reaſons 
and ſevereſt Provocations could not anſwer fo 
your Proceedings, where ſuch Obligations are in 
the way. | 3 

Why do ye wrong to each other 2 | Tis not ſin 
ple wrong ye do, but mutual, the wrong's on 
both ſides, and therefore the Sin ; he that is the 
Aggreſſor is not only culpable, but he that does the 


does it likewiſe if he ſupprefs it not; nay tis no 
only each to other ye do wrong, but to each othe 
individual Hebrew, to the Commonwealth in general 
if you are wounded, your Country ſmarts and bleeds; 
by weakning the common Cauſe. A 
And, which are the moſt aggravating Circum 
ſtances of all ſtil, Why in this manner; Why 
with ſo much Bitternefs and Rage? Why, not 
only in this violent and hoſtile, but in this put 
lickly notorious and ſcandalous way? to make your 
felves the Diverſion of Pharaoh and his Court, thi 
Sport of each fneering Egyptian, hardning them i 
their Idolatry, and putting a word of Reproach and 
Blaſphemy in their Mouths, againſt your holy Reli 
gion for your fakes? ie ab 
Or why? } Which is the inſuperable, the unan- 
fwerable Why, at this moſt unſeaſonable and impo- 
litick time? when your All is lying at Stake, when 
vou and yours are ready to be ſwallowed up? When 
you ſee your felves like to be no other but Egypt 
Drudges, when Idolatry is at the Door, wad wi 
\ Tear, 
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years more threaten to compleat the Extirpation 
af your obſtinate and heretical Race, as they think 
jou, if God do not miraculouſly interpoſe ? ts 
this a Seaſon for theſe Heats and Animoſitics ? 
b this a time to be flying in each other's Faces? 
ls this a time of day to let private Grudges and 
zaulery Subjects of domeſtick Controverſies be at- 
ended to? Is this a time for Ephraim to envy 
judah, and for Judah to vex Ephraim in? For Party 
Emulations and inteſtine Diſcords ? O fatal Infa- 
mation! compoſe theſe unkind Strifes; come, allay, 
or ſhame, theſe Wild-Fires, kindled by Egyptian In- 
cendiaries, and fomented by Creatures and Emiſſa- 
ries of Pharaoh, that he may more cafily have his 
Ends upon you, or reſerve at leaſt the Deciſion of 
theſe your unfortunate Diſputes for the work of more 
fortunate Days. | | 


Thus if we draw out the contracted Features of 
the Text to that Fulneſs of Proportion with which 
they came from Moſes s Heart, tho' more in little 
from his Mouth, he addreſs'd himſelif to thoſe 
Sons of Strife and Violence, his Brethren; and 1 
think we meet with our ſelves fo full in every 
part of it, and that it ſo obviouſly transfers it ſelf 
upon us wit hout the formal trouble of Application, 
that it hall ſhorten that trouble to me; and EF will 
only obferve, that whatever, Strength the Text 
could have towards the ſtriving Hebrews upon the 
account of their Brotherhood, the ſme it bath 
with increaſe towards us of the eſtabliſn d Church. 
We are nat om Brothers by more cloſe Laws of 
ſeiritual Union, and Conſiderations of more in- 
inmate fraternal Dilection than they were aware of; 
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for they had but a dark, if any ſenſe, of their bein 
united into one common Head, Chriſt their Savior 
of being animated by one enlivening Spirit as + 
Soul of that myſtical Body of which they were 3 
Members, of being engrafted into one Stock, x 
as Branches of one Tree, receiving Life and Nutri 
tion from the ſame Root; they were not fed by th 
fame ſpiritual Blood of Chrift, which confers ant 
generates the Grace of mutual Love and Affection of 
thoſe who worthily receive it. They had not f 
much as eat yet the ſame ſpiritual Meat, or drang 
the fame ſpiritual Drink; had not ſo much as th 
| Shadows of the ſacramental Symbols: They had 
but the bare typical Sacrament of Circumciſiof 
to collect and unice them; which, whatever Ben 
fits it might convey beyond being a bare Bade 
of Profeſſion, yet conferr'd them in a lower de 
gree, and more ſparing manner, and had not bal 
hdes the Clearneſs and Perfpicuity in it, to ſignifi 
their ſpiritual Unity, as its Antitype. 10 
Had they known, what we do fo often ſolemn 
ly profeſs to believe and maintain, that there i 
a Communion of Saints, an inviſible Intercourſi 
and Correſpondence of holy Love; a ſecret Sym 
pathy paſſing between all the living Members of 
Chriſt's Body, however ſeparate and remote fror 
each other by interventions of Time, or diltanc 
of Place, they would have found themfelves mucl 
more obliged to keep up that Communion with ſucl 
confeſsd Members of that Body to whom thew 
were more immediately conjoin'd by external Prof 
ſeſſion, who were providentially placed fide bi 
fide with them, and to whom they adhered by 


palpable 


— Dorcheſter Afſizes, March 18. 1705. 
glpable outward - Contact; beſides, being com- 
and by all other conſpiring Advantages from Na- 
dere and Intereſt, and that there the effects of 
dat Communion: ought to ſhew forth themſelves 
6 much more eminently by how much there was 
c to interrupt its Exerciſe, -and by how much 
he Reaſons provoking to it, were more ſpecial, 
yy { much would the Uncharitableneſs have ap- 
d more notorious and unnatural that ſhould 
nempt the Breach of that which thro' all interpo- 
ing Diſadvantages, and even Death it ſelf continues 
Wl difoluble, | | way e 
lad they known with what a fingular Earneſt- 
es their, and our Saviour had, as his laſt Le- 
ncy, bequeath'd mutual Dilection and Peace to 
them, it would have added much to the Empha- 
of Moſes's Sirs, ye are Brethren; and made gven 
ie dogged Wretch that gave him the ſurly An- 
60 ber more willing to have hearkened to Terms of 
We iI ae Ott Ar | 
Which leads me to the Fourth and Lai? Parti- 
war propos d (viz). To conſider what effect the 
Text had upon thoſe to whom it was ſpoke ; 
d this we find in the next Verſe after the Text, 
Wi: that did his Neighbour wrong thruſt. him 
way, ſaying, Who made thee 4 Ruler and a Judge 
er ? * N * 15: 4-26 
ll Thus we ſee the wholſome and ſeaſonable Ad- 
cl nonition of Moſes flighted, the Peace-maker him- 
elf rejected and abuſed for his pains; and nei- 
her the ſenfe of Brotherhood, nor the conſide- 
ation of their common Danger enough to work 
u untoward Hebrew, 2 degenerate Son of Jacob, 


* 
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—— how ſhall we accbunt for this? Th 
much of his Character we are let into, that! 
was an ill Man, it was he that did his Neig 
bour wrong, tis ſaid; which hints bim not en 
a bad Man in the main but that he bad 3 4, 
Cauſe ont in the Strife mention d, having neith 
5:.Chryfoſt. in Right nor Reaſon on his fide. And St 22 
AR. Apoft. gives us a farther Light ſtill into the Man, that | 
was a falſe Brother, an Enemy and Traitor to 1 
Religion and Country; for he underſtands tho 
words of his to Moſes, Who made thee 4 Ryll 
and a Judge over ws 2 to be as much as if he þ4 
faid, I will have no other King but P6r40þ; hit 
[ acknowledge my lawful Sovereign, I heatken 
none but thoſe that act by Authority from hi 
produce his Commiſſion, and I have done; and n 
wonder then he acted as he did, being in the wu 
Fe of the Enemies of his Country, in the DY 
t, a Penſioner of Pharaoh; liis Bufinefs'w 
— . his Country- men, to create Miſandorta 
dingy, to infuſe Jealouſies, to break them in 
Parties, and edg on Controverſies, and — 
pretences, to ſet on foot dangerous Proj 
Of well he ſears: to bave difcharged his biin ot 
0 e. 11114 
For tis * post that God deſigu d at this t 
as I hinted before, to have reſcued N | 
Moſes exerciſing the Office of Mediation, his E (| 
deavour to compole their Differences, and uni 
them in the Text, was not only a pte aratory' AG = 
in order to qualifie them for 'Deliveratice, but wi 
it ſelf a beg inning and real part of that Deliverance 
and a vel Deliverance indeed it is. to e 4 
| rot 
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in your Country's Intereſt, but your Enemies Friend 
and your Friends Enemies? Treat him therefor, 


creaſed already to much Ungodlineſs, and will in 


good to be always zealouſly affected in a good thing 


— 


more kindly when he ſays to you, Sirs, ge are Bro 
thren, why do ye wrong one to another ? Thruſt him 
not away, I beg you, nor deſpiſe his Advice if any 
of you are conſeious to your ſelves of unbrother); 
Heart-burnings ; forgiving, if you haveought again 
any, even as God for Chrilt's ſake bath forgiven you 
ot will if yoß do ſo; forbearing one another, not 
only if any Man hath a perſonal Quarrel againſt any 
but allaying likewiſe all undue Heats which have i; 


creaſe to more upon publick Subjeas, eſpecially ſince 
an evil Spirit of Diviſion ſeems let looſe amongſt us 
and juſtly. ſuffer'd by God Almighty, for our Impieſ 
ties, to reign not only in the State, but in our Church 
inſpiring a Luſt of Contention, an intemperate Ea 
gerneſs of proſecuting Controverſies even with Bit 
terneſs, whereever Men can fix the {lighteſt occaſion 
making Men heady and irreconcileable, tramplingl 
Charity under foot, and expoſing and decrying what 
ever is pacifick, whatever is not violent, unde 1 
the ſcandalous Names of Lukewarmneſs and Indiftey 
rency for God's eſtabliſh'd Church amongſt us; ana 
tis true the want of Zeal is a great fault, for tig 


and in a better thing none can be zealouſly affected 
in, than in preſerving that moſt excellently conſtitu 
ted Eſtabliſhment of our Church in all its Parts; bu 
Zeal being an Eagerneſs to do Service, an Earneſtneſ | 
to promote the good of its Object, the beſt, way i 
cau expreſs it felt at preſent is, to aſſiſt where the 
Conſtitution moſt labours, which is in the wag off 

| | cac 
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Peace pace and Benevolence of its Members between chem 
ſclves, by diſcouraging thoſe odious Names of Di- 
ſinction that breed uncharitable Blood, by not couti- 
enancing thoſe ſcandalous Reflections and reprbach- 
ful Taunts by which Parties exaſperate each other : 
That's the beſt directed Zeal that tries to cloſe and 
bring together again the two ſides of our Church, 
that by ſtarting of, and hanging different ways from 
ach other, ſeem to threaten Ruine to the glorious 
guucture, and to ſecure them together by the Bond 
of Peace, and the Cement of Love. 

How woful is it to ſee our Church, fo otherwiſe 
beſet as ſhe is, in the midſt of her Dan ers, buf- 
{ting of her ſelf, whilſt her Enemies, as pectators, 
nk: the Diverſion of it ; to ſee her hot-brait'd 
es under the Name of High and Low Church, 
fncying themſelves bitter Enemies, and divided they 
know not how, nor where, by Limits they cannot 
align, put into the Liſts like Combatantsl inſt each 
other; whilſt Papiſts and other Sectaries, Socifians 
md Atheiſts compole the Ring, arid, made as it were 
judges to fee fair play, ſtand laughing; in their Sleeves 
and with feign bre alternate y 
and ſet on 4 and. 

0 Charity! thou lovely Spirit! how ag thoh trod 
won by Devils? How choak'd and ſtifled iti tlie 
tank Rents of our contentious Heats > Haw is our 
lmmoderation ſcandalouſſy known to 1 > whilſt 
ach Man-breaths out Threatnings ag: is: Bro- 
ther, and:lets fly Words fiery 49 red Hot" Brifers,” at 
althat il ch witty Him te che lame Exceſſes 
of Riot in Opinion, and fly td his own dangerous 
AN How is it the * of Parties to 5 „ 
D other 
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other, and by malicious Repoſitions, however li 
conducive to force, upon each other; what ſta | 
moſt againſt them, whatever can be {pitefully co 
triv'd molt like Bane for them to take; and are plea 
and puff d up with the Maliciouſneſs of their CG 
ceits, inſtead of rather mourning their Uncharic 
bleneſs ? Complection ſupplies in great meaſure i 
place of Religion, Mens Intereſts are their Zeal, a 
their Humouts their Conſciences: Revenges are mad 
their Canons, and Paſſions and Prejudices their Rf 

bricks, by the heighth of Mens joining with-thenlif 
in which they meaſure their Orthodoxy, and judy 

them more or leſs ſteady to what each would hai 
thought the Church's, but is indeed their own, Coli 
ſtitution. os] 11 | A 

And God increaſe therefore amongſt us the numb 

of thole Moſeſes ſo uſeful at all times, ſo abſolutely 
ceſſary at this ſo fatal Juncture, who from a Zeal fn 
God's Gloxy, and a true and heartyDefire of their Coun 

try's Welfare, and the Proſperity of the eſtablith 
Church, endeavour to reconcile to each other tho 

that are true of Heart, and to join their Hands iſ 
Charity who, equally Well-wiſhers to Truth an 
to Peace, either To difference of natural Tempe 
and Contrariety.of Conftitution, or by malign Inſſ 
nuations of common deſigning Adverſaries, are ma 
nag d in to Oppoſitions, and miſconſtrued and mil 
repreſented ſo to each other, as to fall under cal 
other's lefs charitable Cenſures and Opinion; ma 
their Memories be embalmed by the Breath of all Pc i 
ſterity, and their Names enroll d to their Honour 
their Country's worthy Benefactors, that make Peact 
making their Profeſſion, ——— 
| { loc; 
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om the Time's Extravagance. | „ 
nd that ſuch Diſcouragements may the leſs affect 
cannot but leave with you before I have done, 
=: conſideration of Maſers Example in the caſe 
. ationed, tho' he was ſounworthily dealt with, and 
coachfully repuls d, and put in danger of his Life 
the Diſcovery of his Homicide, whilſt he was en- 
W.couring to make his, Brethren Friends; enough to 
e made him never more to have concern d himſelf, 
;roubled his head by intermeddling that way.; 
the takes, we find, all patiently, and lets this. 
ne nothing of his Good-will, and kind Endeavours 
ten an occaſion after offer d to do his Country Ser- 
ir: Even ſo, Brethren, fo. let not us be weary of 
fel doing, but perfevere in the good Inclination to, 
u better Exerciſe of promoting Charity, fo aecepta- 
io God, ſo beneficial to Men; let not a Nick- name 
= {imaginary Scandal put upon us by Perſons mode- 
n enough in the Service of God, tho immoderate 
their own, deter us from the Practice of our 
buy. | 
E What if Men are generally thanklefs Cuſtomers, 
ad bad Pay-maſters to thoſe of this Trade (which 
© they cannot live without) yet he that has bound 
sto the Profeſſion, has made up the Diſadvantage: 
y the Bleſſing, as well as Honour, that he has en- 
ald upon it, ſaying, Bleſſed are the Peace-makers, 
bey ball be called the Children of the Moſt High ;; 
and bleſſed is the Kingdom in which the greateſt: 
WT wnber of thoſe Sons of the Moſt High are diſtribu- 
aby his Providence. Fee WT" 
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wrilous Rubs and Diſeouragements it meets witha! 
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"may X mu mum ur; and that 
by the powerfüf Effects of His own more immediate 
Patronage, he would be graciouſſy pleas d abundantisl 
to ſupply whatever farther Securities either the Malte 
of Enemies without, or the Perils from falſe grethren 
within, make neceffary for its Preſervation; and al 
for the fake of his ever bleſſed Son and our Redeemer 
to whom with the Father and the Holy Spirit be 
aſcrib'd all Honour, and Glory, and Praiſe to 3 
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